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In 19443 a new constitution for the Gold Coast was introduced,
providing for an unofficial majority on the Legislative Council,
and for representation of municipalities and provincial councils,
and including Ashanti. At this time also, machinery for closer
co-operation between various African territories began to be
further developed. There had been before the war Governors*
Conferences both in West and in East Africa. During the war
a Minister Resident was appointed in West Africa as an emergency
measure, but much of the machinery of collaboration thus built
up in wartime remained, and formed the basis of a West African
Council with a secretariat which co-ordinated many common
services in the four territories. The Middle East Supply Council,
which did such valuable work during the war, also left a legacy
of joint action in that region in peace-time, and in 1944 a Central
African Council was set up with representation from Southern
and Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland to consider and co-
ordinate many matters of common interest in that region. Later,
an East African High Commission was formed for Kenya, Uganda
and Tanganyika, with representatives from the three territories^
though the separate legislatures continued to function for the
individual colonies. A great experiment in ground-nut cultivation
is beginning in East Africa.
All this growth of connective tissue will favour the development
of larger regional bodies including the territories of other Colonial
Powers which we declared at the end of the war we favoured,
under the auspices of the United Nations and its Trusteeship
Council. We were the first to submit our mandates to this new
body, and the principles formulated by the United Nations in
regard to Colonial peoples, forming a kind of Colonial Charter,
are entirely in accord with our declared policy for the British
Colonies.
In 1945 a new Colonial Development and Welfare Act was
passed, extending the period and greatly increasing the funds
available, envisaging a ten-year plan of systematic development
throughout the Colonial Empire. Sir Frank Stockdale was recalled
from the West Indies to act as Development and Planning
Adviser to the Secretary of State. The next year, a strong